
 

 

POSITION ANNOUNCEMENT 

Vice Chancellor for Institutional Advancement 
 
 

 
 

 
 
The University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff (UAPB) - a state land-grant institution with historically black 
colleges and universities (HBCU) heritage - invites nominations and applications for the position of Vice 
Chancellor for Institutional Advancement.  The University seeks an experienced advancement 
professional who understands the University’s history and mission—and who can move the institution 
forward through significant fundraising and friend-raising initiatives. This position is an important 
addition to the University leadership team.  The successful individual will be expected to advance the 
strategic plan by leading the planning and implementation of a new comprehensive campaign, while 
significantly enhancing philanthropic and alumni engagement.  
 
 

THE UNIVERSITY  
 
The University was founded in 1873 and is the second oldest public institution of higher education in 
Arkansas, one of only two with a land-grant mission, and the only public historically black college or 
university.  Originally known as Branch Normal College, the school opened on September 27, 1875 with 
Professor J.C. Corbin in charge of the seven enrolled students. In 1882, the school relocated to a 
structure erected by state funds on a fifty-acre plot in the suburbs of Pine Bluff.   
 



 
 

 
Today, UAPB is a member of the University of Arkansas System and is governed by a Board of Trustees. 
UAPB offers one Ph.D. degree, five master's degrees, and 42 baccalaureate degree programs through 
five schools/divisions: the School of Education, the School of Arts and Sciences, the School of Business 
and Management, the School of Agriculture, Fisheries and Human Sciences, and the Division of 
University College. Three non-degree programs/divisions complete this academic structure: the Carolyn 
F. Blakely Honors College, Graduate and Continuing Education, and Military Science. Since inception, the 
University has grown in stature as a center for teaching, research and public service. The University is 
accredited by the Higher Learning Commission. 
 
UAPB has a tremendous legacy and history, and an even brighter future.  The institution has a proud 
history of serving a diverse student body, including many first generation students.  A new campus 
master plan has been developed and features numerous enhancement and upgrade projects as well as a 
number of key new facility opportunities.  Priority facilities for the near term include new residence 
halls, a new student center/wellness center, new nanoscience and biotechnology space, and new 
athletic facilities for track and field and soccer. 
 
The student body consists of more than 2,800 students from more than 42 states and 16 countries.  

Enrollment is on an upward trend with a total of 2,513 students in 2014, increasing to 2,658 in 2015, 

with a further increase to the current level of 2,821 in 2016.  UAPB features a 15-to-1 student-to-faculty 

ratio and encourages a learning environment with strong interaction between students and faculty.  

UAPB employs more than 170 faculty (60% with terminal degrees) and its full complement of faculty and 

staff includes more than 650 full-time persons, making it a leading economic engine in the region.  

Located in the Arkansas Delta, the University is positioned 40 miles southeast of Little Rock, Arkansas in 

Pine Bluff with a population of approximately 50,000.  

Among its many commendations, UAPB: 

1) Is ranked by US News and World Report as 42nd in the category of Regional Colleges in the 

South. 

2) Is ranked among the 25 Best Historically Black Colleges & Universities by College Choice. 

3) Is ranked as one of the most affordable Universities in the State of Arkansas by Best 

Colleges.com, and is #2 among the 15 Best Value Colleges and Universities in Arkansas 2016. 

4) Listed among KIPP’s 10 Colleges Doing Right By Kids in 2015. 
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MISSION STATEMENT 
 
The University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff is a public comprehensive HBCU Land-Grant institution. The 
University embraces its land-grant mission of providing cutting edge research, teaching, outreach, and 
service programs that respond to social and economic needs of the state and region. Its mission is to 
promote and sustain excellent academic programs that integrate quality instruction, research, and 
student learning experiences responsive to the needs of a racially, culturally, and economically diverse 
student population. Ultimately, the University is dedicated to providing access and opportunity to 
academically deserving students and producing graduates who are equipped to excel through their 
contributions and leadership in a 21st century national and global community. 
 

VALUES 
 
UAPB’s Values provide the guiding principles that define the operational environment which leads to 
student success: 
 
STUDENT FOCUSED: UAPB promotes the intellectual, physical, social, and professional development of 
students in all facets of University life. 
 
EXCELLENCE: UAPB is committed to the highest levels of achievement in all aspects of operation. 
 
INTEGRITY: UAPB maintains the highest standards of ethical professional practices in all that it does. 
 
ENGAGEMENT: UAPB extends its reach and impact in the region through partnerships and collaboration 
with individuals, public and nonprofit agencies, community groups, educational institutions, and 
businesses. 
 
QUALITY CUSTOMER SERVICE:  UAPB provides an environment of respectful, polite, and consistently 
excellent service to its internal and external constituents. 
 
DIVERSITY:  UAPB respects and embraces diversity and actively supports efforts that combat prejudice, 
stereotyping, and discrimination. 
 
GLOBALIZATION:  UAPB promotes internationalization and prepares globally aware and astute students 
for the 21st century. 
 
ACCOUNTABILITY:  UAPB is a responsible steward of public and private resources and the public trust. 
 
 
 

 
 
  

https://www.uapb.edu/about/core_values.aspx


UAPB recently completed a dynamic strategic planning process that will guide the institution’s growth 
and prosperity into the near future.  
 

GROWING THE PRIDE:  Strategic Plan 2015-2020 
 
Five Priority areas are the key components of the plan. 
 
1. Create and Sustain a Culture of Academic Excellence, Success, and Renewal Necessary to 

Grow Enrollment 

2. Increase the Effectiveness and Efficiency of University Operations and Systems 

3. Modernize and Upgrade University Infrastructure and Facilities 

4. Strengthen the Capacity to Attract Diverse Streams of Revenue and Resources 

5. Enhance and Improve UAPB’s Reputation and Visibility 
 
Many co-curricular opportunities exist for students, faculty/staff, and in the community.  There are more 
than 90 student organizations, including clubs, societies, fraternities, sororities, honor societies and arts 
and cultural programs.  UAPB has been awarded the Military Friendly Schools designation and provides 
a successful ROTC program.  Students may also participate in a wide variety of intramural and varsity 
sports programs. 
 

 
 
UAPB’s varsity sports program is a member of the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) and 
the Southwestern Athletic Conference (SWAC), where it competes in Division I (FCS in football).  The 
Golden Lion athletics program encompasses 16 competitive sports, including eight sports for men 
(baseball, basketball, cross country, football, golf, indoor track and field, outdoor track and field and 
tennis) and eight sports for women (basketball, cross country, indoor track and field, outdoor track and 
field, soccer, softball, tennis and volleyball).  Fourteen of the university’s 16 teams have cumulative 
grade point averages of 3.0 or higher, 60 of UAPB’s student-athletes have been inducted into the 
National College Athlete Honor Society (Chi Alpha Sigma) and 124 student-athletes were named to the 
SWAC Commissioner’s All-Academic Team during the 2015-16 academic year.  Additionally, the most 
recent championships won by UAPB include SWAC championships in football, basketball, cross country 
and track and field. 
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LEADERSHIP 
 

Dr. Laurence B. Alexander is the ninth Chancellor of the University of 
Arkansas at Pine Bluff. Before joining UAPB in 2013, he served as the 
Associate Dean of the University of Florida (UF) Graduate School, Director 
of the Office of Graduate Minority Programs, a Distinguished Teaching 
Scholar, and a Professor in the Department of Journalism.  
 
Alexander has held several administrative positions throughout his career. 
He served as Chair of the UF Department of Journalism and Provost 
Administrative Fellow in the UF Office of Academic Affairs. He was a Fellow 
in the 2012-2013 Southeastern Conference Academic Consortium’s 
Academic Leadership Development Program (SECAC/ALDP).  
 
A native of New Orleans, Alexander received a bachelor's degree in Drama 

and Communications from the University of New Orleans, master's degree in Journalism and 
Communications from UF, Juris Doctor from Tulane University, and Ph.D. in Higher Education from 
Florida State University. 
 
Earlier in his career, Dr. Alexander served on the faculty of Temple University and the University of New 
Orleans. He is a member of the Louisiana State Bar Association. He also has worked in the journalism 
profession for The Houma Courier, The Times-Picayune, and The Philadelphia Inquirer. 

 
 
OFFICE OF INSTITUTIONAL ADVANCEMENT AND DEVELOPMENT 
 
The Office of Institutional Advancement and Development currently includes four distinct and important 
components:  1) The Office of Alumni Affairs, 2) Communications, 3) Development, and 4) Economic 
Research and Development Center. 
 
The Office of Alumni Affairs at the University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff serves as a liaison between 
graduates, former students, the Alumni Association and the University. Through this office, continuous 
efforts are made to keep in touch with all members of the alumni family of the University. 
 
Communications is responsible for the development and dissemination of a unified message for the 
university and services the creative needs of the campus community. 
 
The Office of Development works to raise charitable contributions which support the mission of the 
University of Arkansas Pine Bluff. 
 
Since its inception in 1986, the Economic Research and Development Center has served as a full-service 
business and community economic development outreach program for UAPB by providing services to 
individuals from client groups that include aspiring and existing business owners, community, 
grassroots, and faith-based organizations, and local governments. 
 
Moving forward, the advancement team will be increasingly focused on improving philanthropic 
outcomes.  Working with the 27 member Foundation Fund Board, the new Vice Chancellor will plan and 
execute a major campaign that will maximize alumni, corporate, foundation, community, and 
faculty/staff engagement and charitable giving. 



THE REGION 
 

 
 

With a population of 49,083 (2010), Pine Bluff is the county seat of Jefferson County. The second oldest 
settlement on the Arkansas River, Pine Bluff today is the trade, entertainment, recreation and health-
care center for Southeast Arkansas.  Located in the heart of the rich Arkansas River Basin farming area, 
the community is a leading producer of cotton, soybeans, cattle, rice, poultry, timber and catfish. 
However, a diverse industrial base also exists. 
 
The community affords varied cultural and recreational activities. One focal point is the Arts and Science 
Center for Southeast Arkansas, which provides a broad spectrum of exhibits and events. In 2001, the 
center received accreditation by the American Association of Museums, placing it among the nation's 
best. Among a variety of concerts and events, the Pine Bluff Convention Center hosts performances by 
the Pine Bluff Symphony Orchestra. And sportsmen and outdoor enthusiasts are drawn to a variety of 
parks, ball fields, championship golf courses and premier fishing waters. 
 
Central to the community's role as a regional health-care center is the 471-bed Jefferson Regional 
Medical Center (JRMC). JRMC has been designated as a level 2 facility in the new statewide trauma 
system currently under development. Other hospital components include the Arkansas Cancer Institute, 
Jefferson Professional Centers I and II, and JRMC Heart Center. Educational facilities in Pine Bluff are 
provided by four public school districts, numerous parochial schools, the two-year Southeast Arkansas 
College, as well as the University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff. 
 
Pine Bluff is also known for its people and is widely recognized as a caring community. Residents 
annually contribute thousands of volunteer hours to charitable, social service, and civic improvement 
organizations, as well as supporting these organizations financially. And the United Way consistently 
meets its annual goal of more than $1 million. 
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CANDIDATE PROFILE 
 
The successful candidate for this position will be a person of high energy and strong character with a 
distinguished and verifiable record of advancement leadership and achievement in advancing annual giving, 
major/principal gifts, planned giving, alumni engagement, and campaigns.  A strong appreciation for and 
understanding of the mission of UAPB and historically black colleges and universities (HBCUs) is desired. 
 
Seven to Ten years or more of progressively responsible and successful fundraising and fundraising 
management experience, preferably in higher education, is preferred.  Successful candidates will display 
a solid ability to manage a growing prospect portfolio, develop effective relationships with a diverse 
group of key internal and external constituents, and will demonstrate the capability to inspire team 
performance.  For more information about this position and to read the full position description, please 
click the following link:  Vice Chancellor for Institutional Advancement  
 

NOMINATIONS AND APPLICATIONS 
 
Nominations and applications will be accepted until the position is filled.  Inquiries, nominations, and 
applications may be directed in confidence to:  Robert Driver, c/o Gonser Gerber LLP, 1776 Legacy 
Circle, Suite 100, Naperville, IL 60563; rdriver@gonsergerber.com. To apply, please submit a cover 
letter, résumé, and five (5) professional references.  References will not be contacted until later in the 
search process. 

 
UAPB is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer,  

full participation by Women and Minority Groups is encouraged. 

 
For more information about the University of Arkansas Pine Bluff, please visit http://www.uapb.edu/   
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