
 
 

 

SENIOR DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT 
Position Announcement 

 

 
The San Francisco Theological Seminary (SFTS) invites applications for the position of Senior Director 
of Development.  This fundraising leader will report to and work closely with the Seminary President 
and as a member of the Advancement Team to further philanthropic giving through the planning and 
execution of a best practice major gift program. 
 
 

About the San Francisco Theological Seminary 
 

 
 
Since its humble beginning in 1871, the San Francisco Theological Seminary has played an important 
role in shaping a future in tune with God’s purposes in the world. By engaging students, faculty, staff, 
alumni, trustees, friends, congregations and other church entities, the Seminary responds to the 
opportunities and challenges by preparing faith leaders to serve in churches and in the community.  
 
Located on 14 scenic acres in San Anselmo, California, just north of the Golden Gate Bridge, SFTS is 
the only Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) seminary in the West.  SFTS prepares religious leaders to serve 
God’s mission through the Church of Jesus Christ engaged with a 21st century world.  The Seminary 
now serves a broad array of religious traditions by combining biblical, historical, theological, and 
ethical inquiry with spiritual formation and practical training for ministries of service, reconciliation, 
peace, and justice. 
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As a founding member of the Graduate Theological Union (GTU), SFTS is a pioneer in ecumenical 
graduate education.  SFTS faculty members are part of the Core Doctoral Faculty of the GTU, and 
SFTS students benefit from open enrollment in the largest and most diverse partnership of 
seminaries and graduate schools in the United States, and cross-registration of courses with the 
University of California at Berkeley.  SFTS students interested in interfaith studies also take 
advantage of the GTU centers for Buddhist, Jewish, Muslim, and Orthodox studies.  There are also 
opportunities through various certificate programs for students to enrich their education by 
exploring, for instance, the Black Church/Africana Religious Studies, Asian and Oceanic Cultures and 
Faith Traditions, or Women’s Studies in Religion programs.  In the M.Div. program, students may 
pursue concentrations in biblical studies; history, theology, and ethics; chaplaincy and pastoral care; 
and spirituality. 
 
The Seminary’s current strategic goals include advancing core education programs and doubling 
enrollment, focusing on financial health, increasing philanthropy, supporting innovative ventures 
and thought leadership, and strengthening marketing and public relations efforts. 
 
SFTS has a distinguished resident faculty as well as a strong, diverse cohort of adjunct professors.  
Currently, nearly 200 students are enrolled in a variety of graduate and professional degrees, 
including the M.Div., D.Min., M.A., and Ph.D.  SFTS also offers graduate level diplomas in Spiritual 
Formation and Direction.  SFTS has the first fully endowed chair in the discipline of Clinical Pastoral 
Education in a theological seminary.  San Francisco Theological Seminary is fully accredited by the 
Commission on Accrediting of the Association of Theological Schools (ATS) and the Western 
Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC).  
 

Worship is at the heart of community 
life at SFTS. The Worship Team 
designs and hosts a diverse variety of 
worship experiences including daily 
chapel services and special events. 
This collaborative team includes the 
chaplain, the student chaplain’s 
assistants, and seminary musicians – 
with students, faculty, staff, and 

invited guests preaching and leading worship. Worship services are held four times a week during the 
academic year, daily during the summer term, and for special observances. 
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The recent launch of the Center for Innovation in Ministry is an expression of San Francisco 
Theological Seminary’s commitment to remain on the growing edge of the ever-changing spiritual, 
social and economic challenges facing society.  It seeks to stimulate collaborations and ignite 
positive breakthroughs, linking individual innovators and partners with congregations, educational 
organizations, and groups seeking to act positively in the world. People of goodwill everywhere can 
engage through partnerships, online courses, on-campus and off-campus seminars, and various 
social media platforms to find the deep wisdom that can make the world a better place for us all. 
 

Floyd Thompkins is the Director for Innovation in Ministry, and his 
dynamic leadership is marked by his gift for connecting to all people. He 
is particularly skilled at facilitating sensitive real-world subject material, 
implementing meaningful and relevant community initiatives to make a 
positive difference. His ministry is one of ethical and compassionate 
action. 
 
Rev. Thompkins served as a dean and chaplain at two world-class 
institutions; Stanford and Princeton Universities. He developed unique, 

highly effective programs to empower underserved teenage youth and young adults in urban and rural 
areas, and he is pioneering this groundbreaking program which will be very attractive to faith donors.  
For more information on The Center for Innovation in Ministry, visit http://innovation.sfts.edu/. 
 
 

Leadership 
 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

San Francisco Theological Seminary’s twenty-seven member Board of Trustees provides governance 
and leadership to the institution.  The Board meets three times a year, and you’ll frequently find 
members of the Board on campus, attending to the business of the Seminary. Trustees come from 
many walks of life and from congregations across the country. 
 
PRESIDENT/CEO 

Rev. Dr. James McDonald, M.Div., Ph.D. 
Professor of Faith and Public Life 
 
A lifelong Presbyterian, Jim McDonald became San Francisco Theological 
Seminary’s 11th president in July 2011. He is Professor of Faith and Public 
Life. 
 
Before coming to SFTS, Jim worked for 13 years at Bread for the World, a 
faith-based grassroots advocacy organization in Washington, D.C. that 
urges policymakers to reduce hunger in this country and around the world. 
In 1998, after completing a Ph.D. in International Relations from American 
University, he joined Bread for the World as an international policy analyst 

and led a broad legislative coalition that secured substantial debt relief for the world’s poorest  

http://innovation.sfts.edu/
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countries. In 2000 he became Bread’s Vice President for Policy and Program, managing the 
organization’s work on domestic and international policy issues, and their programs of advocacy, 
education and social change. In 2010 he became Bread’s Managing Director. 
 
Previously Jim served as director of the Humphrey Fellowship Program at American University, and 
taught courses in world politics, U.S. foreign policy, and the international relations of Latin America 
at George Washington University and American University. 
 
After receiving a Master of Divinity degree from Union Theological Seminary (NYC) in 1975, Jim 
worked in pastoral ministry for 15 years, serving as associate pastor of First Presbyterian Church, 
Bloomington, IN, (1975-1979) and pastor of Tabernacle United Church in Philadelphia, PA (1980-
1990). While at Tabernacle, he led the congregation’s engagement in the Sanctuary Movement, a 
national effort by Jewish and Christian congregations to provide safe haven for undocumented 
refugees fleeing the violence in Central America. 
 
Jim is married to Dean McDonald, also a Presbyterian minister. They have three children and four 
grandchildren. 
 

San Francisco and Marin County 
 
 

 
 
The San Francisco Theological Seminary is based in San Anselmo, CA, a Marin County suburb 
located just across the Golden Gate Bridge from the city of San Francisco.  The entire Bay region is 
regarded as one of the most desirable areas of the country with a sublime combination of natural 
beauty combined with an extraordinarily bountiful and diverse urban setting.  Known for its 
moderate and dynamic climate, San Francisco features world-class dining and shopping, numerous 
and elite arts, entertainment and cultural programs, glorious parks and outdoor recreation 
opportunities, world champion professional sports teams, exceptional educational and healthcare 
institutions, easy access to the renowned Sonoma wine country, and a dynamic economy driven by 
financial industry leadership and the world’s premier technology innovation companies.  
  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwisvZXXqr_PAhVBxoMKHbJ5CXgQjRwIBw&url=http://foundtheworld.com/golden-gate-bridge/&psig=AFQjCNGnnkd_uM8EwIx62E701BLDGGFGQQ&ust=1475608099912016
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Senior Director of Development 
 
Reporting to the President of STFS, the Senior Director of Development joins an Advancement Team 
that currently includes 2 full-time (including the Senior Director) and 4 part-time team members.  The 
Senior Director of Development is responsible for executing a fundraising plan that is consistent with 
the Seminary’s strategic plan and furthers the Seminary’s outreach to its constituencies.  The Senior 
Director of Development shall be primarily focused on identifying, cultivating, soliciting and stewarding 
major gifts and grants.  The Senior Director also will participate in departmental planning and may have 
the opportunity to grow into departmental leadership in the future.   
 
The successful candidate will have at least five (5) years of progressively responsible development 
and successful major gift philanthropic experience.  He or she will display a passion for the mission of 
the San Francisco Theological Seminary and be a capable communicator of that mission.  Experience 
working in an education and/or faith-based setting is a plus.  We seek a leader who enjoys working 
toward goals with colleagues and is team-oriented, outgoing, proactive, enthusiastic, emotionally-
intelligent, and self-motivated.  For more information about this position, please view the 
detailed job description here:  Senior Director of Development.  
 
Salary and benefits for this position are competitive and commensurate with experience.  Some travel 
is required.  Applicants should electronically send a letter of application, résumé or curriculum 
vitae, and the names and contact information of four (4) persons who could serve as professional 
references to Robert Driver, Executive Director, Gonser Gerber Search, via email to: 
rdriver@gonsergerber.com.  References will not be contacted until later in the process, and only with 
prior approval of the candidate.  Review of applications will begin immediately and continue until the 
position is filled. 

San Francisco Theological Seminary is an Equal Opportunity Employer and Title IX Compliant 

 
For more information about San Francisco Theological Seminary, visit the following link: 
http://sfts.edu/ 

 

http://www.gonsergerber.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/SFTS-Sr-DOD-job-description.pdf
mailto:rdriver@gonsergerber.com
http://sfts.edu/

